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ABSTRACT

The most representative part of Zhouyi Zhengyi is its theory of Tao, which is the main concern of
this thesis. The core concept of its theory of Tao is that the Yi-principle contains both substance and
principium. Tao takes on two dimensions: the pursuit of the principium, and the concern for real life.
In Kong’s belief, the principle of the void is derived from the physical world; it is not empty modality.
Every principle exists in concrete symbols, whereas the concrete symbols do not merely refer to objects,
but all perceptible things.

Therefore, Kong Yingda stresses that the Yi-principle relies on substances. He elucidates that The
Book of Changes was composed for the purpose of moral instruction, which indicates that Tao fully
manifests itself in its this-worldly function. This demonstrates Kong’s belief in essence-function unity,
a conviction Wang Bi adheres to likewise. However, Kong does not strongly emphasize essence as the
source of function as Wang Bi does, but to affirm the importance that Tao exists for moral education.
Consequently, by means of understanding human affairs through natural images, Zhouyi Zhengyi
expresses its humanistic concern through Confucianism ethics.

Focusing on Taoism, this thesis is divided into six chapters. The first chapter introduces the purport
of this research, literature review, and research methodology. The second chapter expounds
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